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Chapter 6 - City of Martinsville 
 

Figure 6.1 shows that the City of Martinsville’s population has declined in recent years, and this trend is projected to continue through 2040.  Figures 6.2 and 6.3 reveal 
trends in the age of Martinsville residents from the 2010 Census to 2018, based on the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS).  The data show that the 
percentage of younger age groups comprising the 0 – 19 and 20 – 39 cohorts have increased over this time period, the 40 – 64 age cohort declined in share, while the age 
65 and over cohort remained the same.    
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Figure 6.4 shows the top ten localities to which workers residing in the City of Martinsville commute to.  The two localities representing the highest shares include Henry 
County and the City of Martinsville.  Other localities represented in this figure include the City of Danville, Franklin County, the City of Roanoke, and Rockingham County 
in North Carolina.  Some of the localities which are home to a large share of commuters to the City include Henry County, the City of Martinsville, Pittsylvania County, 
Franklin County, Patrick County, and the City of Danville, based on Figure 6.5. 

 

     

   

 

 

   

 

    

 

 

Figure 6.6 compares several socio-economic indicators of the City of Martinsville with those of Virginia.  The figure shows that the population over age 65 comprises a larger 
share of the City’s population than that of the Commonwealth.  Likewise, the shares of the population of the City which are disabled and below poverty also constitute a 
larger percentage than those of the State.  The share of minorities within the City is substantially higher than the State’s share as well.   
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Figure 6.7 illustrates the modes of transportation residents of the City of Martinsville use to commute to work.  Nearly 80 percent of commuters drive alone, and 11.4 
percent carpool.  Public transportation is available in the City, and 1.7 percent of residents utilize this service.  Piedmont Area Regional Transit (PART) serves many areas 
of the City, however, both City and Henry County residents would benefit from extended service hours, as PART service currently ends at 5:30 p.m. – prior to the time 
many workers complete their workday.  Figure 6.8 compares educational attainment based on shares of associate, bachelor, and graduate or professional degrees 
between the City of Martinsville and the State.   
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Figure 6.9 shows that the median household income of the Commonwealth of Virginia is more than twice that of the City.  With regard to employment, Figure 6.10 reveals 
that the City is more reliant than the State on the retail, manufacturing, and public service sectors.  Figure 6.11 illustrates employment density and concentration in the City 
of Martinsville.  According to the figure, much of the City’s employment is based uptown, and along the Commonwealth Boulevard corridor.   
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Figure 6.11 
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State of the Transportation System 

Figure 6.12 illustrates the crashes in the City of Martinsville by severity inclusive of the years 2014 - 2018, including Severe Injury, Visible Injury, Non-Visible Injury, and 
Fatal Injury.  The table just below this figure summarizes the various categories of injury crashes for each of the years evaluated.  Figure 6.13 illustrates Annual Average 
Daily Traffic (AADT) for the year 2017 for the City.  AADT is the average daily traffic on a roadway if a year’s worth of traffic was divided up over a period of 365 days.  The 
figure shows that Memorial Boulevard (U.S. Route 220 Business), Commonwealth Boulevard, and Liberty Street north of Clearview Drive are characterized by the highest 
AADT counts in the City.  Roadway Level of Service (LOS) is a measure of roadway performance ranging from A – F, with A representing free-flowing conditions and F 
representing a roadway that is at capacity and performing poorly.  Figure 6.14 illustrates that the County’s roadway system performs well with regard to roadway levels of 
service, with the lowest LOS in and immediately around uptown.  Figure 6.15 shows Volume to Capacity (V/C) Ratio of roadways in the County.  V/C Ratio is a measure of 
how much traffic a road handles compared to how much it is able to accommodate.  A V/C Ratio of 0.4, for instance, indicates that 40 percent of the road capacity is 
occupied by existing traffic volumes.  According to the figure, portions of Starling Avenue, Memorial Boulevard, Commonwealth Boulevard, East Church Street, and Liberty 
Street are characterized by V/C Ratios of 45.1 percent and above.  Figures 6.16 and 6.17 pertain to the condition of bridges and culverts in the City.  These structures are 
rated on a scale of 1 – 9, with 1, 2, 3, or 4 rated as poor, 5 or 6 as fair, and 7, 8, or 9 as good.  Figure 6.17 shows that all bridges in the City are rated as either fair or good. 
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Figure 6.16 
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Figure 6.17 
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City of Martinsville Transportation Recommendations 

The remainder of this chapter presents two distinct lists of transportation project recommendations.  The first is a list of priority projects, which includes those that ranked 
among the top 20 using the VDOT matrix ranking tool.  Figure 6.18 is the map which corresponds with this Priority list.  The second list comprises vision projects, which 
include those recommendations ranking 21 and below.  Figure 6.19 is associated with the Vision list. 
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Figure 6.18 



West Piedmont Planning District 2045 Rural Long Range Transportation Plan – Chapter 6 City of Martinsville 

146 
 

 



West Piedmont Planning District 2045 Rural Long Range Transportation Plan – Chapter 6 City of Martinsville 

147 
 

 

 



West Piedmont Planning District 2045 Rural Long Range Transportation Plan – Chapter 6 City of Martinsville 

148 
 

 

Figure 6.19 




