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Chapter 3 - Henry County 
Figure 3.1 reveals that Henry County’s population had declined from the 2010 Census to 2018, based on the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2014 - 2018 American Community 
Survey (ACS), and population projections predict a continued steady decline to the year 2040.  Figures 3.2 and 3.3 illustrate comparative differences between age groups 
in Henry County from the 2010 Census to 2018.  Figures 3.2 and 3.3 reveal a slight decline in the share of the younger age cohorts (0 – 19 and 20 – 39) over that time 
period, and an increase in the population over age 65; this indicates the need for the County to provide senior services, including transportation requirements of this group. 

 

 

   

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Figure 3.4 shows that the majority of commuters who live in Henry County work in the County as well as in the City of Martinsville.  Other prominent localities to which Henry 
County residents commute include the City of Danville; Franklin County; the City of Roanoke; and Rockingham County, NC.   
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As illustrated in Figure 3.5, the top five places of residence of workers employed in Henry County include the County itself, the City of Martinsville, Patrick County, Franklin 
County, and Pittsylvania County.  In terms of socio-economic characteristics of Henry County in contrast to the Commonwealth of Virginia, the County’s shares of the 
population age 65 and over, disabled, and below the poverty level exceed those of the State, though the State’s minority population is slightly higher than that of the County.   

In terms of means of transportation residents use to get to work, 88 percent drive alone; 8.1 percent carpool; 1.8 percent work at home; 1.1 percent use a taxicab, motorcycle, 
or other means; 0.5 percent utilize public transportation; and 0.4 percent walk, based on Figure 3.7.   

In terms of educational attainment, Figure 3.8 reveals that the share of the population holding an associate degree is higher in the County than for the State.  Conversely, 
bachelor as well as graduate or professional degrees are significantly lower for the County than the equivalent credentials at the state level.   
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Figure 3.5 Figure 3.6 
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Figure 3.9 indicates that the median household income of Henry County is slightly more than half that of Virginia.  In terms of employment, represented by Figure 3.10, 
manufacturing represents a significantly larger share of the workforce of the County compared to the State; the transportation/warehousing, wholesale trade, and retail 
sectors also represent larger shares of the County workforce than those of the State.  Figure 3.11 illustrates the distribution of employment throughout Henry County, and 
shows that the greatest concentrations of employment are located near the City of Martinsville, particularly at the Patriot Centre Industrial Park and Martinsville Industrial 
Park.  Dense concentrations of employment can also be found along Virginia Avenue in and near Collinsville, along U.S. Route 220 south of Martinsville, and in smaller 
population centers such as Bassett and Stanleytown.  As the Commonwealth Crossing Business Center, located adjacent to the North Carolina state line, continues to 
attract investment, that industrial park will likely become a major regional employment center in Henry County as well.   
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State of the Transportation System 

Figure 3.12 illustrates the crashes in Henry County by severity inclusive of the years 2014 - 2018, including Severe Injury, Visible Injury, Non-Visible Injury, and Fatal Injury. 
The table directly beneath this figure summarizes injuries and fatalities by year and injury type.  Figure 3.13 illustrates Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) for the year 
2017 for the County.  AADT is the average daily traffic on a roadway if a year’s worth of traffic was divided up over a period of 365 days.  The figure shows that U.S. Route 
220, the U.S. Route 220/58 Bypass, and U.S. Route 58 represent the highest traffic volumes in the County.  Roadway Level of Service (LOS) is a measure of roadway 
performance ranging from A – F, with A representing free-flowing conditions and F representing a roadway that is at capacity and performing poorly.  Figure 3.14 illustrates 
that the County’s roadway system performs exceptionally well with regard to roadway levels of service.  Figure 3.15 shows Volume to Capacity (V/C) Ratio of roadways in 
the County.  V/C Ratio is a measure of how much traffic a road handles compared to how much it is able to accommodate.  A V/C Ratio of 0.4, for instance, indicates that 
40 percent of the road capacity is occupied by existing traffic volumes.  According to the figure, Virginia Avenue (U.S. Route 220 Business) in Collinsville has the highest 
V/C Ratio in the County, falling within the 45.1 percent and over category.  Figures 3.16 and 3.17 pertain to the condition of bridges and culverts in the County.  These 
structures are rated on a scale of 1 – 9, with 1, 2, 3, or 4 rated as poor, 5 or 6 as fair, and 7, 8, or 9 good.  Figure 3.17 shows that the vast majority of bridges in the County 
are rated either fair or good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



West Piedmont Planning District 2045 Rural Long Range Transportation Plan – Chapter 3 Henry County 

59 
 

 

 

   

 

   

 

Figure 3.12 
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Figure 3.13 
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Figure 3.14 



West Piedmont Planning District 2045 Rural Long Range Transportation Plan – Chapter 3 Henry County 

62 
 

 

 

Figure 3.15 
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Figure 3.16 
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Figure 3.17 
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Henry County Transportation Recommendations 

This section presents two distinct lists of transportation project recommendations for Henry County.  The first is a list of priority projects, which includes those that ranked 
among the top 20 using the VDOT matrix ranking tool.  Figure 3.18 is the map which corresponds with the Priority list.  The second list comprises vision projects, which 
include those project recommendations ranking 21 and below, based on scoring via the VDOT matrix ranking tool.  Figure 3.19 is associated with the Vision list. 

In addition to the recommendations listed in both the Priority and Vision lists below, implement recommendations with the U.S. Route 220 Arterial Preservation Plan – 
Corridor Recommendations (see Chapter 7).  Recommendations referenced herein can be found at 
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/resources/Arterial_Management_Plans/US220_APPENDICES.pdf. 
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Figure 3.18 
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Figure 3.19 




